Continuing care
retirement communities:
A guide to planning

Continuing care refirament communifias: A guide

to pianming by Bobin Tetlow wias published by the
Joseph Rowntrae Foundation (JAF) in April 2006, An
update was published in October 2007 focusing on the
Secretary of State decision conceming Storthes Hal,
Huddarsfield, issued in Januany 2007 .

Thiz further update summarises al the relevant changes
in policy and practice which hawe occumed since the
orignal publication. It should be read alongside the
origingl report, the Octobar 2007 update and the
aszocialed technical appendicas, all of which can be
downiloaded from the JAF wabsite (www jrf.org.uk).

Recent policy developments

Saection five of the original report focusad on a range
of policy and good practice documents issued by the
Government. The following additional publcations ang
nowy relevant:

P53 Housing (Movembar 2006)

Homeas for the Fuiure: More Affordable, More
Sustainable — Housimg Green Paper (July 2007)
Lifetime Homas, Lifefime Neighbowfoods: A
National Strateqgy for Housing in an Againg Socicly
{Februany 2008)

Sustainable Planning for Housing in an Ageing
Population: A guide for ragional-level strafogias
{Febmnary 2008).

Al these documents point to local planning authorities
paying more regard to demographic frends and the
howusing requirements of older people and to providing
greater choice, mirroning an increasingly diverse older
poipulation.

The foreword to Sustainabls planning for housing in
an againg popuiatian, writhen by Baroness Andrews,
Pariiamaniany Undar Secretary of State at the
Department for Communities and Local Government,
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states that "the purpose ... s fo place social
sustainabiffy at the heart of sustainabis planing”

and recognises the imporiance of oross-sectoral
parinerships in order to integrate planning for Housing,
fealth, social care and communiy”.

PP53 roquires regional spatial strategies and local
development frameworks to have particular regard to
the accommodation of requirements of spacilic groups,
in parbicular, famiies with childran, older and disablad
paopie’ (paragraph 21). This is also identified as one

of the kay factors to which local planning authorties
miust have regard in deciding planning applications
[paragraph B3).

CCRCs as a concept

The original report highlighted examples of several
confimuing caro retirement communities [CC0RCS) across
Britain. Im the Storthes Hal decision, the Secrotary of
Siate concumed with the Inspector that ‘the concapt
of a confinuing cane refiramant community apoears
sustainable in the longer farm, based on examplas
aizowhera in Britain” (paragraph 13). This was the

first Secretary of Siate decision to make such an
obsarvation.

Ower the past two years there has boan a marked
incraase in intarest from landowners, devalopars
and care oparators with a wide divarsity of schemes
emenging in all pars of the couniry.

Use Class Order classification

Practice continuas to vary regarding the Usa Class
designation of CCRCs (52, C3 or sui generis),
especially because of the differing character, size and
balance of facilities provided on different schemes and
the complications of defining an overall planning wnit.
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